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What Is Field Day?

Social Gathering
ÉCamaraderie and Friendship

É7ÅÅËÅÎÄ ȰÇÅÔÁ×ÁÙȱ

ÉGood Food

Emergency Preparedness
ÉTraining ourselves

ÉDemonstration of emergency preparedness to the 
public, government, and served agencies

ÉExperimentation with antennas, portable equipment, 
and unusual power sources

Purpose
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What Is Field Day?

Community/Personal
ÉChance to try different radios

É Knowledge building and learning new skills

É Recruiting new hams and new club members

É Challenge of operating in abnormal situations and in 
less than ideal conditions

É Contest/competition

É FUN!

Purpose
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What Is Field Day?

ÉFirst Field Day in 1933

ÉStarted simple with few participants and low 
ÓÃÏÒÅÓ ɉÂÙ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓɊ

ÉAnnual tradition that grew and grew

ÉThe most popular ham event of the year

ÉDetailed history in Dec. 99 QST, p. 28: 
http://www.arrl.org/pio/press_releases/9912028.pdf

Field Day History
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What Is Field Day?

É Is Field Day an Emergency Drill?

É Is Field Day a Public Affairs Event?

É Is Field Day a Contest?

Because we score each contact for points, have 
opportunities for bonus points, and ARRL lists 

participants with point totals Highest to Lowest.

)4ȭ3 ! #/.4%34

The Big Argument
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What Is Field Day?

Many hams profess no interest in 
operating radio on Field Day, but in 
reality they're often reluctant to 
participate because of:

ÉȰ-ÉËÅ ÆÒÉÇÈÔȱ

ÉUnfamiliarity with contesting procedures

ÉNo experience on HF (but ham radio is 
more than 2M repeaters)

MOTOVATION
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What Is Field Day?

ÉThose of us with experience are here 
to help you become comfortable with 
operating in an easy and 
nonthreatening way.

É#ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÕÓ ÙÏÕÒ Ȱ%ÌÍÅÒ΄Óȱ ɉÈÁÍ 
jargon for mentors)

É3Ï ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÇÏȣ

3/ȣ
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉAll amateurs in US and Canada and 
possessions

ÉDX stations may be contacted for 
credit but are not eligible to submit 
entries

Eligibility to Participate in Field Day
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉContact as many other stations as possible.

ÉOn any and all amateur bands (excluding the 60, 
30, 17, and 12 meter bands) And in doing so to 
learn to operate in abnormal situations in less 
than optimal conditions.

ÉA premium is placed on developing skills to meet 
the challenges of emergency preparedness.

Éacquainting the general public with the 
capabilities of Amateur Radio.

Object
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉAlways the fourth full weekend in June.  This 
ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ *ÕÎÅ Ψά-27, 2010

ÉBegins at 1800 UTC (11 am PDT) Saturday, June 
26 and ends 24 hours later

ÉEXCEPTION: Class A and B stations that do not 
begin setting up until 1800 UTC may operate 27 
hours.

ÉNobody can start setup before 1800 UTC Friday.

Date and Time Period
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉLOCATION

ÉSETUP BEGINS

ÉWE END AT

ÉEVERYONE IS INVITED

KCCVARC OPERATION
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉAre based on Number of transmitters operating 
simultaneously. (With Some Exceptions)

ÉClass of Operation

NUMBER OF TRANSMITTERS

ÉThe maximum number of transmitters in 
operation simultaneously.

É!ÌÌ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÔÔÅÒÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ΧΦΦΦȭ ÄÉÁÍÅÔÅÒ 
circle.

ENTRY CATIGORIES
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉAll transmitters will use the KCCVARC club call 
W6LIE

ÉFor KCCVARC FD that will be 4

ÉDoes not include bonus stations such as GOTA 
Station, VHF Station, or Satellite. 

ÉWe will need to assign a call to the GOTA 
station.

ENTRY CATIGORIES
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉClass Aɀportable station with 3 or more operators, 

using 100% emergency power. This is our class ɀwe will 
use a gasoline generator.

ÉClass AB (battery) ɀsame, 5 watts max., battery.

ÉClass Bɀportable station with 1 or 2 operators, 

using 100% emergency power.

ÉClass B(battery) ɀsame, 5 watts max., battery.

ÉClass Cɀmobile station.

8 CLASSES OF OPERATION
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉClass Dɀfixed station on commercial power. 

Note: may not contact other Class D stations.

ÉClass E ɀfixed station on emergency power.

ÉClass F ɀoperation from an established 

Emergency Operations Center.

8 CLASSES OF OPERATION
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉMust use different call sign. 

ÉOnly open to Class A and F with 2 or more 
xmtrs. We qualify to have it.

ÉSame exchange as other xmtrs

ÉThe GOTA station may be operated by any 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÌÉÃÅÎÓÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ &ÉÅÌÄ 
Day, regardless of license class. 

ÉIt may also be operated by a generally inactive 
licensee.

GOTA ñGet On The Airò STATION
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉNon-licensed persons may participate under the 
direct supervision of an appropriate control 
operator.

ÉA control operator must be present if operating 
beyond license class privileges of the operator.

ÉMax. xmtr power 150W

ÉMax. 500 contacts for credit + certain bonus 
points

ÉMay only operate on FD bands; single xmtr . 
Only

GOTA ñGet On The Airò STATION
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉNo contact between FD station and individual 
participant of that station.

ÉRadios cannot be used for more than one call 
sign during FD period.

ÉPhone, CW, and Digital are considered separate 
ȰÂÁÎÄÓȱȢ

ÉAll voice contacts (SSB, FM, AM, satellite) are 
equivalent (1 point each).

MISC. RULES
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FIELD DAY RULES

ÉAll digital contacts (PSK31, MT63, Packet, 
Pactor, RTTY etc.) are equivalent (2 points each).

ÉCW Contacts are 2 points each.

ÉNo cross-band contacts (exc. Satellite).

ÉOnly one xmtr per band-mode at any time 
(exc.GOTA).

ÉNo contacts on repeaters or on 146.52 simplex.

ÉAll stations must use same call sign (exc.GOTA)

MISC. RULES
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FIELD DAY RULES

Can only work each station once 
per band-mode
ÉFor example you can work each station once on 

20M phone, once on 20M cw, and once on 20M 
digital mode (total 5 points).

ÉYou can work the same station on other 
frequency bands and modes for additional 
points.

LIMITATION
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

In order to make a valid contact, the 
information to be exchanged consists of:

ÉNumber of transmitters at your site

ÉClass of operation

ÉARRL Section

Examples

ÉɆ /Î #7 ɀȰΪ! 3*6ȱ

ÉɆ /Î 0(/.% ɀȰ&ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÁÎ *ÏÁÑÕÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ɀ
3ÉÅÒÒÁ *ÁÐÁÎ 6ÉÃÔÏÒȱ

THE ñCONTACTò EXCHANGE
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

ÉYou must copy the information correctly 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ !.$ȣ

É The other station must copy your 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȟ /2 %,3%ȣ

É It is not a valid contact and your final 
score may be penalized.

THE EXCHANGE 

MUST BE ACCURATE
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

É80 Sections - Basically each US state and 
Canadian province.

ÉEach state may be divided into several 
sections

ÉOhio is one section

ÉNew Jersey is 2 sections

ÉTexas is 3 sections

ÉNew York is 4 sections

ÉCalifornia is 9 sections

ARRL SECTIONS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

Use 2 or 3 letter abbreviations
ÉOH ɀOhio

ÉKY ɀKentucky

ÉEMA ɀEastern Massachusetts

ÉLAX ɀLos Angeles

ÉWTX ɀWest Texas

ÉNFL ɀNorthern Florida

ARRL SECTIONS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

You MUST memorize and be 
familiar with ITU phonetics.

ITU PHONETICS ON PHONE
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

Hunt and pounce
ÉRoam the bands, looking for stations who 

are calling CQ and answering them

Sitting on a frequency calling 
CQ
Éwaiting for stations to answer you

TWO BASIC STRATEGIES
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

You can be selective who you contact ɀ
ÉUseful in contests where multipliers are ARRL 

sections, DX zones, and other selective 
categories, because you can hunt for specific 
multipliers to increase your score

ÉYou can avoid stations with big pileups, which 
waste your time and reduce your Q rate 
(contact, or QSO, rate per minute or hour)

HUNT AND POUNCE
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

ÉYou never know who will answer

ÉMay not work as many multipliers

ÉUsually can work a lot more stations (more 
points, higher Q rate)

ÉEasy to do with voice recorder

É-ÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÐÉÌÅÕÐ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ Á ÒÁÒÅ 
multiplier

ÉCan get tiring if you call by voice and no one 
answers

SITTING ON A FREQUENCY
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

53ȡ  Ȱ#1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ 7ά,)%ȟ 
7()3+9 3)8 ,)-! ).$)! %#(/ȱ

4(%-ȡ  Ȱ7ά,)%ȟ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ./6%-"%2 5.)4%$ 
&/52 9!.+9ȱ

53ȡ  Ȱ.5Ϊ9ȟ &ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÁÎ *ÏÁÑÕÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙȟ 
3)%2!ȟ *!0!.ȟ 6)#4/2ȱ

4(%- ȱ13,ȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÐÙ 4ÈÒÅÅ !ÌÐÈÁȟ .ÏÒÔÈ 
&ÌÏÒÉÄÁȢȱ

53ȡ Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȣȱ

EXAMPLE OF GOOD EXCHANGE
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

53ȡ  Ȱ#1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ 7ά,)%ȟ 
7()3+9 3)8 ,)-! ).$)! %#(/ȱ

4(%-ȡ  Ȱ7ά,)%ȟ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ &ÏÕÒ %ÃÈÏ

Tango Tangoȟ &ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁȣȱ

.Ϊ%44 ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÈÉÓ 
call. If you heard a different station better, you 
×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÅÄ .Ϊ%44 ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÁÓÔÅÄ 
ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎÆÏ ɉȰ&ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ 
&ÌÏÒÉÄÁȣȱɊȢ

BAD EXAMPLE #1
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

53ȡ  Ȱ#1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ 7ά,)%ȟ 
7()3+9 3)8 ,)-! ).$)! %#(/ȱ

4(%-ȡ  Ȱ7ά,)%ȟ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ &ÏÕÒ %ÃÈÏ

Tango Tangoȱ

53ȡ .Ϊ%44ȟ &ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÁÎ *ÏÁÑÕÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙȱ

4(%.ȡ  Ȱ13,ȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÐÙ ЅÓÔÁÔÉÃ ÃÒÁÓÈȦІȣ

53ȡ  Ȱ.Ϊ%44ȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÐÅÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅȦȱ

ASK FOR REPEATS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

53ȡ  Ȱ#1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȟ #1 &ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ 7ά,)%ȟ 
7()3+9 3)8 ,)-! ).$)! %#(/ȱ

4(%-ȡ  Ȱ7ά,)%ȟ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ &ÏÕÒ %ÃÈÏ 
Tango Tangoȱ

53ȡ .Ϊ%44ȟ &ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ 3ÁÎ *ÏÁÑÕÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙȱ

4(%-ȡ  Ȱ13,ȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÐÙ &ÏÕÒ !ÌÐÈÁȟ ЅÓÔÁÔÉÃ 
ÃÒÁÓÈȦІȣ

53ȡ Ȱ.Ϊ%44ȟ ÇÉÖÅ ÍÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÇÁÉÎȩȱ

THEM: South Florida, South Florida, Sierra Foxtrot 
Lima.

ASK FOR FILLS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

É1 point for each voice contact

É2 points for each CW or digital contact

ÉAdd total points for all QSOs

ÉMultiplier is power level
Ɇ 120 ɉÖÅÒÙ ÌÏ× ÐÏ×ÅÒɊ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÇÁÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÏÒ ÏÒ  ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÍÁÉÎÓ ɀ5x

Ɇ 120 ×ÉÔÈ ÇÁÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÏÒ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÒ ÂÁÔÔÅÒÉÅÓ ÃÈÁÒÇÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 
either ɀ2x

Ɇ ,Ï× 0Ï×ÅÒ ɉЅ ΧΫΦ 7Ɋ ɀ2x

Ɇ (ÉÇÈ 0Ï×ÅÒ ɉІ ΧΫΦ 7Ɋ ɀ1x

É Add bonus points

FIELD DAY SCORING
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

É100% Emergency Power ɀ100 points per xmtr
(GOTA, VHF and Satellite not incl.)

ÉMedia Publicity ɀ100 points

ÉPublic Location ɀ100 points

ÉPublic Information Table ɀ100 points

ÉOriginating message to SM ɀ100 points

ÉHandling messages ɀ10 points each, max 100 
points

BONUS POINTS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

ÉSatellite QSO (just 1) ɀ100 points

ÉDemo of natural power: solar, wind, methane, 
water, human powered bicycle, - 100 points

Â Need to make 5 contacts minimum

Â Counts as one of the transmitters

Â Includes batteries charged by alternate power

BONUS POINTS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

ÉCopying special CW FD bulletin on W1AW -
(must be copied over the air) ɀ100 points

ÉDemo of non-traditional modes (APRS, ATV, 
SSTV, etc., but not PSK31, or packet, unless 
node) ɀ100 points each, max. 300 points

ÉSite visit by elected government official ɀ100 
points

ÉSite visit by served agency rep. ɀ100 points

BONUS POINTS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

ÉWeb submission of FD Entry ɀ50 points

ÉYouth participation: 20 points per

Éyouth (18 or younger) who completes at least 
one contact (max. 100 points). Bring your kids 
grandkids or Boy Scouts

BONUS POINTS
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EXCHANGE & SCORING

É If operator completes 20 QSOs = 20 points (no 
partial credit)

É If same operator completes another 20 QSOs = 
another 20 points, up to 100 points per operator.

ÉOther operators can earn up to 100 points each 
up to 500 points max. 

ÉIf GOTA supervised full-time by coach, bonus 
points are doubled.

ÉCoach supervises operation, answers questions, 
talks operator through QSO

GOTA BONUS POINTS
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STATION SETUP/LOGGING

ÉUsed to be all manual with paper and pencil

ÉNeeded to record date, time, callsign, 
exchange

É.ÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ȰÄÕÐÅȱ ɉÄÕÐÌÉÃÁÔÅɊ ÓÈÅÅÔ

ÉNeeded to add up points, multiply by 
multiplier, and add in bonus points

É Tedious and lots of opportunity for errors

LOGGING CONTACTS
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STATION SETUP/LOGGING

Advantages
ÉTracks number of QSOs, Q rate, multipliers worked and 

needed, and current score at all times

É!ÖÏÉÄÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÎÃÅ ɉȰÄÕÐÅÓȱ ÏÒ 
duplicates)

ÉCan use as CW keyboard with exchange components 
stored in memory ɀno key or keyer necessary

ÉCan format log for digitally submitting entry via email so 
that log can be checked electronically

ÉMultiple stations can be networked via cable or 
wirelessly so others can see progress of group

COMPUTER LOGGING
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STATION SETUP/LOGGING

Disadvantages
ÉNeed to know computer and networking basics

ÉTyping skills are definite advantage

ÉComputers and network components can crash and data 
can be lost ɀunlikely, but catastrophic to contest score if 
it happens.

ÉNetwork cable and network switches need to be 
installed.

COMPUTER LOGGING
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STATION SETUP/LOGGING

N3FJPôs FD LOGGING PROGRAM


